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Air & Waste Management Association

(MASS-AWMA)

Mission Statement

The goal of this program is to provide support to doctoral students and post-doctoral scientists who are pursuing scholarly scientific research on any issue related to air pollution or air quality.
About This Fund

The Air Pollution and Educational Research Grant Program is funded by the Reuben and Alice Wasser A.P.C. Educational and Research Charitable Remainder Unitrust.

Reuben Wasser's eminence in the field of air pollution control and environmental management continues to be widely recognized and appreciated many years after his death.  He had given many years of dedicated and meritorious service as Chairman and Treasurer of MASS-A&WMA, as well as chairing several important committees that carried out the affairs of the section in an efficient and productive fashion.  Alice Wasser, a registered nurse, also participated on the spouse’s committee and was very supportive of the association.

Reuben Wasser always gave freely of his time, extensive talents, and his finances to further the cause of education and research in understanding the cause of environmental problems and their solutions.  Throughout his active life, he inspired students and co-workers at PSE&G Testing and Research Labs to achieve excellence in their graduate studies, research, and professional careers.

This Air Pollution Educational and Research Grant Program exemplifies his commitment to education in the environmental field and his desire to remain anonymous demonstrates his exceptional qualities to give back with great humility.  

As a visionary, the fulfillment of Reuben Wasser's dreams and his everlasting legacy is to provide talented individuals the opportunity to reach their goals and contribute to knowledge, to the profession, and to society.

Past APERG Research Scholars

For a complete listing of funded projects and abstracts since 1998, see the web site address: 

https://www.mass-awma.net/past_scholars.html 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

Dear Applicant:

Thank you for your interest in the Air Pollution Educational and Research Grant (APERG) Program administered by the Mid-Atlantic States Section of the Air and Waste Management Association (MASS-AWMA).  In the past, these awards for doctoral students and post-doctoral researchers have been $25,000 each given directly to the awardee.  The APERG program has given out over a million dollars to date.  As a further enhancement to our program, several schools in the MASS-A&WMA region have also agreed to offer students tuition remission if they are granted an APERG award.  This year the awards will continue to consist of generous scholarships and is expected to be highly competitive. 
You will find application materials and instructions enclosed with this packet as well as some background information on APERG.  These forms may be photocopied, forwarded by E-mail, or otherwise reproduced and distributed to interested applicants.  Please carefully review the eligibility requirements and instructions for application to the APERG program.  Some important details are listed below.

A. Eligibility*

A person who wishes to apply to the APERG program for award consideration is eligible if:  

1) They are a student who is enrolled full-time in a doctoral graduate program at one of the schools located within the geographic boundaries of the Mid-Atlantic States Section of  A&WMA  

-OR-

They are a full-time post-doctoral researcher (i.e. “post-doc”) working at a location within the geographic boundaries of the Mid-Altantic States Section of A&WMA 

-AND-

2) Be conducting or planning to conduct scholarly scientific research on any issue related to air pollution or air quality.

-AND-

3)
An applicant must be or become an A&WMA member (student) at the time they apply to the APERG program.  Applicants may apply for A&WMA membership at the same time they submit an APERG application.  Applications for student membership can be obtained at www.awma.org 

Please Note:  The cost for student membership is very small.  Post-docs may earn a free year of membership via the A&WMA student gift program.  The APERG committee MUST be able to verify your student membership by checking  the on-line directory of the Air & Waste Management Association at www.awma.org before your application will be given full consideration.  You should check the A&WMA on-line directory four weeks after you submit an application to be sure you are listed.  If you are not, you may not be considered for an award.  We have had students in the past who have not be granted awards simply because they did not become members of the association.  Do not make this mistake.


If you have questions, concerns, or are not in the directory despite applying for membership, please contact the APERG committee Chair, Jim Blando.  

Also, if the student fee is too expensive and you need to apply for a hardship waiver, please also let the APERG committee chairman know, as you may be eligible for a fee waiver.  
*Note:  Research Scholars are eligable for up to two years of funding.  Reapplication to the APERG program is required after the intial year to be considered for a second year of funding.

Second Year Awardees

In 2005, the APERG committee sadly lost one of its founding members, Dr. Raymond Manganelli.  Dr. Manganelli’s contribution to the APERG program was exemplary and in honor of his service to the APERG program the APERG committee has decided that any APERG scholar who is selected for a second year of funding will be given the additional distinction of being a Raymond M. Manganelli APERG scholar.
B. Deadlines
Application due date:   

MUST be E-mailed by June 30th, 2024
Notification of award receipients:
August 25th, 2024
Delivery of award money:

First week of September
Award ceremony:


To be determined 

C.   Application Instructions

Please read all the instructions carefully.  

A completed application contains the following three sections.  
Section I.   Application Cover Page  (limited to 1 page of text)
Include a cover page with your application packet that contains the following information:

· Your full name

· Your address, phone number, and E-mail address (please note that award selection and notification will be made in August, please be sure to provide contact information that you can access during the month of August, i.e. when school is not in session)

· The name of the school and department where you are currently enrolled as a doctoral student or working as a post-doc.

· Indicate whether you are applying as a doctoral student or post-doctoral scientist.

· Give the full title of the research project that you are submitting for consideration to the APERG scholarship program.  Please note that tentative or proposed titles are acceptable. 

· Please give your A&WMA membership number or date of application for membership.  Please note that your submission of a student or Post-Doc membership application will be confirmed before award money will be distributed.
· Please list any additional certifications or special training that you have, e.g. Professional Engineer License (PE), Certified Industrial Hygienist (CIH), etc.
Section II.  Proposed Research Plan 

A)  Abstract of proposed work


Please summarize your proposed work in 500 words or less.

B) Research Summary Statement (section text limited to 3 double-spaced pages).  
Summarize the research you plan on conducting in the area of air pollution, air quality, or the atmosphere in a maximum of three pages of text (minimum 12 point font).  A maximum of five additional pages of graphics/figures are permitted. This summary should clearly and concisely describe the motivation, importance, and significance of your project.  In addition, the overall approach, concepts, and important methodological issues utilized to conduct your investigation should also be concisely articulated.  
This is a very important component of your application packet. 

[image: image2.wmf]Please note:  You must clearly specify and differentiate your role and responsibilities on the research project from others who may also be working on the project.  The committee wants to hear your thoughts and ideas.   This application is about you.  

For past APERG scholars who are applying for a second year of support: Please use this section as a progress report to update the committee.  Please include data and preliminary findings gained during your first year of support from the program.

C) Expected Outcomes and Benefits of the Proposed Research

In 500 words or less, please state your expected outcomes and benefits of your proposed project.
Section III.  Personal Qualificiations  

A) Professional Statement (section limited to 1 page)

Summary statement about career plans and personal motivations. Summarize your career goals and describe the factors that motivate you to conduct environmental research.  Please describe why you are interested in environmental research.  This should be a concise summary equal to or less than one page.   

B) Detailed Resume or Curriculum Vitae.

Please include with your application.

C) Transcripts
Undergraduate and graduate transcripts. Please provide copies of transcripts from all institutions attended.  Unofficial copies of transcripts may be submitted.  Also, foreign transcripts provided to the APERG committee must have an English translation included.  
At this time we are accepting electronic versions of transcripts scanned in by you.  However, please note that if you are selected for an award, official transcripts will be requested directly from your academic institution by the APERG committee.  If these official transcripts do not match the copies you have submitted with your APERG application and there is evidence of tampering with your transcript for the purpose of improving your ranking, the APERG committee will disqualify your application.

D) Recommendation Letters

Two letters of recommendation must be completed to support an application. These letters should be completed by persons familiar with the applicant's academic record and plans for graduate study and research.  Please give the recommendation notice attached to this application to persons writing recommendations.  At least one letter must be from a faculty member.  The evaluator should E-mail their letter directly to the APERG committee Chair, James Blando (jblando@odu.edu ).  Letters in a pdf format on School letterhead are preferred.  Please note that the APERG committee will confirm the source of the letter with the person writing the evaluation. Evaluators should be advised of the application submission deadline of June 30, 2024. Applicants are responsible for ensuring that these letters of recommendation are E-mailed to the APERG committee Chairman on time. Letters received late will disqualify an application.

E) Supporting Information (section limited to 7 pages)
The APERG committee encourages students and post-doctoral candidates to include any other materials with their application that demonstrates his/her commitment to their research. (e.g. front page of published papers, front page of papers submitted for publication, abstracts from conference presentations, abstracts from poster presentations, research or academic awards, etc.)  For journal papers, include a copy of the front page of each journal article only.  This  page typically includes the title, abstract, co-authors, and journal citation.  The entire body of the paper is NOT requested. 


Please note:  Only submit abstracts for which you are at least a co-author.  Abstracts from your advisor or others on projects that you have not particpated are not requested.

Additional Information
Contact information

Please feel free to contact Dr. James Blando through E-mail (preferable) or phone at the following address if you have any questions.

E-mail:  jblando@odu.edu  
or 

call Dr. Blando at (757)683-4073
Guidelines for Assembling APERG Application Package and mailing

Electronic Submission

The APERG committee has moved to a completely electronic format to facilitate faster and more efficient distribution of your application to committee members.  This will greatly enhance the speed with which applications will be reviewed. 

Please note: assembling your packet in the easiest format benefits the applicant.  We strongly encourage you to submit files as PDF files using Adobe since they are the most easily handled.  Files sent in unique or uncommon formats makes the application more difficult to review.  The committee does not accept responsibility for files that cannot be viewed by committee members because they are in unknown, unique, or rare formats.  

Please note:  Adobe Writer allows you to merge your PDF files into one document by simply going to the “Combine” tab and then clicking on “Merge files into single PDF document”.  (Reader is a free download, but Writer is likely owned by almost all universities and available to all students).  The fewer files you send the less likely it is that one will mistakenly be misplaced or mis-ordered in your packet.  This benefits the applicant.

Over the last several years we have received applications in unique formats that cannot be opened with any standard computer desktop and we have also occasionally received so many files from some applicants (in one case the applicant sent us 25 files) that the committee finds review difficult.   Difficulty reviewing does not help the applicant obtain a better score. 
1)  You should assemble your electronic packet in Microsoft Word or in an Adobe PDF file using Adobe Writer.  The APERG committee will secure your electronic submission and not reproduce any part of your application beyond distribution to committee members.  However, please note that as an added measure of security, Adobe Writer allows you to protect your document from copying, modification and even printing if you so desire by making appropriate choices in the security features of that program.  

A)  For graphics that require a lot of computer memory, please use the photo or image compression tools in word or acrobat to reduce the required memory size for your APERG application file.  The APERG committee does not need to see photo quality or high resolution images to judge your application.  For example, in MSword simply click on the photo toolbar and then click on the photo compression button.
2)  Transcripts - If your transcripts are not available electronically, you may scan them into a picture (jpeg) and save or “print” the picture as an Adobe pdf file.  You may also fax them to Jim Blando at the fax number listed below.
3)  Recommendation letters - Your evaluator must send their recommendation letter directly from their work E-mail address to the APERG committee Chairman.  If this is not possible, they may be faxed to Jim Blando at the number listed below.
4) Signature page - The signature page may be signed with an electronic signature if available.  If this is not available, print the signature page, sign a copy, then scan that page to create a jpeg or pdf file, which can then be added to your packet.  If this is too difficult, you may fax a copy of your signature page to James Blando or Email a separate file with the signed signature page.
Note: upon submission, you will receive confirmation that your application was received.  If you do not receive confirmation within 48 hours, please Email the APERG committee Chairman.

If this process proves too difficult you may print your entire application package, scan the entire package as one document and E-mail that document or you may simply mail the hard copy to James Blando.  If you are going to mail a hard copy, please contact the APERG committee Chair, James Blando, before sending.

For information to be FAXED:

James Blando FAX at (757)683-6333 

Please note delivery to “Jim Blando” on your fax cover page as this fax machine is used by several people.

APERG applications are now in a completely ELECTRONIC format

If you are not able to submit electronically, please contact the APERG Committee Chairman.
Send the completed APERG application packet in an electronic format to:

jblando@odu.edu  
APPLICATIONS MUST BE SENT BY June 30, 2024
SIGNATURE

Awards will be based on an evaluation of the proposed research project, academic record, plan of study, career goals, and recommendations without consideration of sex, race, national origin, financial need, sexual orientation, age, or disability.  The APERG Committee reviews all applications received and its decisions are final.  The APERG Committee reserves the right to contact the schools you have cited for verification of your academic record and also reserves the right to contact the persons writing recommendation letters for applicants.  Application materials, transcripts, and recommendation letters will not be returned to applicants and cannot be reviewed by applicants after submission to the APERG Committee.  The APERG Committee and its members will not discuss their deliberations and evaluations outside formal committee meetings.  A signature below indicates your acceptance of these conditions and releases A&WMA, MASS-A&WMA, the APERG Committee and its members from any liability associated with your application to this grant program.

Print or Type Name

Original Signature






Date

RECOMMENDATION REQUEST
Dear Evaluator:

The individual giving you this form is applying for an Air Pollution Educational and Research Trust Fund Grant as administered by the Mid-Atlantic States Section of Air & Waste Management Association (MASS-A&WMA), and has asked you to evaluate his/her ability to conduct research and potential for professional success.  In addition, please feel free to discuss any particular strengths or weaknesses of the applicant.  We request that your letter of recommendation also include the length of time you have known the applicant and in what capacity. 

Your assistance in helping us become better acquainted with the applicant and his/her credentials is greatly appreciated.   If you have any questions about the program, please direct them to Dr. James Blando via E-mail at jblando@odu.edu  
The APERG committee has moved to a completely electronic format.  Please send an electronic version of your recommendation letter to the Committee Chairman, James Blando at jblando@odu.edu    

You may scan your letter or create one in Adobe writer or Word, preferably on school or company letterhead.

Thank you,

The Air Pollution Educational and Research

Trust Fund Grant Committee of the 

Mid-Atlantic States Section of Air & Waste Management Association

Please ensure that this individual's completed application be sent or postmarked by June 30, 2024. Letters not received by this date will be disqualified.
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